The paradoxical halo sign in hepatic pseudotumor.
The "halo sign" in hepatic angiography is considered a reliable sign of an intrahepatic mass. A large retroperitoneal mass may present as an hepatic tumor clinically; two such cases are presented in which the halo sign was demonstrated by hepatic angiography. When this "paradoxical" halo sign is present, several factors contribute to the diagnosis of an extra-hepatic mass: (a) minimal stretching or displacement of the hepatic artery or portal vein; (b) lack of draping of the hepatic arteries around the mass; and (c) identification of abnormal vessels or a mass in an adjacent organ.